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Tiso, who was guilty of high treason, was carried away
by his temperament. But I think he would prefer a seat
in a Prague Government, if under normal conditions
he would be called upon to form a Cabinet. But, under
present circumstances, he would no longer be able to
uphold himself in Slovakia, and still less with the Czechs,
to whom he referred when talking to me as * his Czech
brothers.' We have already seen in Genesis that one
brother kills another. Why should it not be possible
that-one brother betrays another? But it is not Tiso
who is master of Slovakia, but his political adviser,
Karmasin, who after denying them for months, has
suddenly discovered his National Socialist principles.
Karmasin is a confidant of Hider and has never enjoyed
a particularly savoury political reputation in Slovakia.
By mere accident, I learned of Karmasin twenty years
ago, but in the years following he only played a very
minor social or political part. The Germany minority
of 12,000 in Slovakia are the political rulers. The whole
organisation naturally corresponds to the Nazi cells in
Germany, and thus it was proposed that a Party Congress
should be held between the 20th and the 24th of Septem-
ber at Kesmarok, the capital of the German * Zips *. Here
the German minority was to have its first opportunity
of openly professing its friendship for the German
people and their Fiihrer. The congress was to open
with a meeting of the leaders and a * Schulungsappell'
of political officials, and leading personalities from
Germany were to take the platform. ... On September
24th, the Secretary of State, Karmasin, who is the leader